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June 24, 2016
PRESS RELEASE: Counterfeit currency passed in Wausau area
CONTACT PERSON: Lt. Nathan Cihlar  715-261-7816

Since Monday, 6/20/16, there have been several reports of counterfeit $20 bills being passed at Wausau area businesses.  In the past few days, multiple suspects were developed from the information provided by victim businesses to Wausau P.D., Everest Metro P.D., and Marathon County Sheriff’s Department. Wausau P.D. received three additional reports from businesses this morning of counterfeit $20 bills being discovered. 
Yesterday evening, 6/23, at about 9:00 P.M., Wausau P.D. officers responded to call from a Wausau business in regard to a male having attempted to pay for merchandise with a counterfeit bill.  As a result of the investigation, the following two persons were located and arrested for probation violations.   
22 year old Patrick J. Eppolite, Jr.                      27 year old Michael A. Beck
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Today, 06/24, at about 12:30 P.M., Everest Metro P.D. spotted a vehicle belonging to another suspect at a residence on Grand Ave. in Schofield.  With assistance from Everest Metro P.D., the following two suspects were arrested this afternoon on probation warrants:

36 year old Jeremy J. Hess



32 year old Amanda M. Bender
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All four persons are being held at the Marathon County Jail on probation holds.  Investigation continues, in effort to gather additional information and/or video surveillance from the victim businesses, and it is anticipated that forgery charges will be forwarded to the District Attorney’s office. 
Businesses and citizens are encouraged to remain vigilant in checking larger bills for authenticity, as it is likely that the involved persons may have distributed counterfeit bills to others.  Persons discovering counterfeit currency are encouraged to contact law enforcement.   
The security features of a $20 bill and other U.S. currency are readily observable, and are explained in more detail at the following resource:

https://uscurrency.gov
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